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Automating Windows Start Menu Reset with
PowerShell

In this article, we'll explore a PowerShell script designed to reset the Windows Start Menu by
removing and recreating specific directories and registry entries. This script can be particularly useful
for troubleshooting Start Menu issues in Windows 11.

Remove-Item
“$env:LOCALAPPDATA\Packages\Microsoft.Windows.StartMenuExperienceHost cw5nlh
2txyewy\LocalState" -Recurse -Force -ErrorAction Ignore

New-Item -Path
“$env:LOCALAPPDATA\Packages\Microsoft.Windows.StartMenuExperienceHost cw5nlh
2txyewy" -Name "LocalState" -ItemType "directory" -Force | Out-Null
$HexString =
"E27AE14BO1FC4D1B9C0O0810BDE6GE51854E5A5F47005BB1498A5C92AF9084F95E9BDB91E2EED
DD701300B0OOOO67DEFA31529529B3D32D8092A6EB66C8D5EADB19CF9B13518AAB93275D9CEEF
37E62C3574C036F327D1110AB0977996D67A2F8FA897D7207BEE85586B8CE6AD4F9736AA2154
E3DCC9D082996984B76F1C73067F124F92A41F2B2CA83EF35436670979556 FAE85AB10EA16C9
32C3AECE1D45DA06D64BC42F4565ADOFCB8C63CDE7F6BBO7ACE300198C3EACA3ELIC974F547B1
A7CF5B9C6A912448AB38A3BE2D6F0230A4A9AACC710C3E75088754CC2FBO54B55B1D6ED7AD41
EB8BOC9D4C274E87A525582F6CFBEAESA904A1BOA3BA07939B79CAB4F1C3DF35BF88DEB46EG4
555F0AEB47562C329206A9975664558849E0C251E8832D52B4FD7560347E5606AC882B9FC1F4
3C96922COEA1927DFO04A062BAD5AC5A4BE6GBF2DB23158B2BAEEFBDE9E3A777910E82E5488A8
3E4D64B0D84440B98B35BC4A3438596145669904AB392CFD5F7E22F616747B84851481FE1FF4
1CA9A2534CCE7AFC45584370B4940DF30555536344249690F00C3A7E2552E352FE733C7ED2F8
0A29AD16937810AF805A444A344188COCBDA51E5466BF45F2587508A69581CC2BCDAEO6CB363
658D94CD60569352FDA17AE7CDD785810F369B41F2D15930430A809567CC6C643FE7986CAD54
5EF3DB40CA6FA9220BFC7F65610AECB22799838B8ODE73AF549923F8219FFAAD64780E2DB531
33D73890294E77F9B0970484E86A050737724FF15281C1726D334D3C9A67A85A78AE33F55DB6
75DAA31C47A156C0OF8212DCEE228537668F4BF898COCB869B74C98DF7EFBEO130859E5156417
A85CC634B86314FAB47FBOASDFEAFAIAEFC5E599A3F744BA51E8BE6823F80E1529187FAS5A7842
OB1ECO91FD93134A71A0A0F478341D9ABD2CEABD5444160023C9CABOASC2BAC97F55F1E98FD2
1F2CFFO3D2D24EQC4642F4A8A6E7627BD143AFC1A6DAE697B286C941B5EAAF57D34D598317C9
7F7CA23544B219196661B73E9DD27EBFE204B43C98C241AB02D2AA3A4EE7B2B477FC5E31642A
F613BF356DFBESAD666CE93267A3D45FD40F83CABAA2FOAE2601C470D98AC4ABBCFA96888298
6297D06D81C1BE1EESAOE64FB7543981B8E632809FBA7606BF518E8792EF4FBDC5CFC55690D8
DF60812ECB2A39EB24B6F941C966DEF89E61EOOOD3F28CB6B260B17A53CESEEFC371C98BBEE7
2DE915BA9023DC74EEE7895D60AC2D13B51E73EB37EOFB714BB259614F3F7CBECD66EBDAES2F
CBO1D778C413DEOED739DEA7AE48543614B93D46F63D1076E3C7696863D8F64EAC7CAA7224FE
B1A15E114358F379CA686AD7FO9E75E2350F38A3B27F38D2DEFFB008B007371BD32E65B39FF6
661DA237F277AC4A9C4DA5A1753250BBD3FA7ECDO7E594C2014B5E26E06414B6588211CE439D
AA2A352B017C196B4F20049DDBF2E4514E2CD7545E5AE22E877D5B6975D7FCDC61D49958258A
093BO5DB6D7C6457B9C260A420B1A15C6010B9C4AE68078E1B9592C97B47BFFE2C2F10A10129
CC3B087041840091D2A6F5FDA1561E2F0315F8FOBF46204AA4E7C12DC819A1ABCDEBO2400AA2
FD46ECE2B8698C19F61ECA68232536A712BC858029D40FED5C20A051BCE6D316BO3A97FE7051
EEOC952A7EBI9FD2F77D9FBE75022FF5D13B168BDOBO04D9C803E8F8C5D8F25CB22ACC97D8EDE
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169E5D50FCD87444C2029F021D87807B4A04EF148EF1C814E2827FABBCDE9E042140EOD890CE
DE88B21F9824956D8F18EF3A8AC85194248915F53AF26F70BC5FDC26E415936EABODD78398B7
25F5419E8DDFD46EE9A17A37087507F9D20358208A65366C4824518E75413FDESF27FC5DD813
2EFB4414A5BDDDA1D64593D86360062373FEE36F51ED56CA419FAD69751F76588995F9E2BE75
ED13D2DED91EC1DED011752089716DD9C89DE21B8E52ADO8CF1C463BOD79111200DF5269C646
FBFOE3091A413CA70F6CA8F75BE257DB028329F7224023603C743AB204F8DAB5C273975FA93F
BAAD84DOE4D72ABAC3A4E23D7236C848AD317E73E114C5B7438B8248C75B528E19E26D9BF908
001A3214A137F24C74BC7D9910F858E47789FDFE52AB712AE758AE15C4D86ED3C23D4EB78C5E
D94D8A5AB8SAA93C43E18FCOCE418AC79DF945E81A58B70332A2C03C445436E8013E0B82AC59A
F856C6A00812BCD3B6209449B6D0O8CA37D8A9210A61049350ADO7F4E88FC7FBECIFC64BC60C
318912E36DBEA6D4058AF35CACDGE790C96B66EAES5966C47D3E1C4ACF42BFO4D58FF363D20DBF
E4BBAF333B8FC3EA98B149B3403FF8655FAAE1DF4877B5CDABC434B7336AB24C25A85246ADAA
24DECB5A39F8FD7A5549F23F112244B7EE9E447D3226F2259428FDCOC3D6CD3A47B39092532B
803FEBB6FFCC1ADF26C7857F04F294F16A9DA7DD851D4EC99BBCF853FD3435A256F47DD3CB94
80365C2896A1D0OE2314940968E4E3714723B4C1CDD368581FED307C8B279AE6FB8BB72ECOAQ97E
82A596DDCA3469A93ECB9E2E897BFOFCCO63426DACDC3B1D81E1EFE6B639326CA43526CFAEDF
9922EAC3204FEB84AAED781EE5516FA5B4DCAB85DB5FF33CEC454DAA375BDASEEA7C871C310A
EDC5BD6B220B59B901D377E22FFFE95FEDA28CE2CE33CAEB8541EEO5E1B5650D776C4B2A246D
B4613E2CC5D96A44D24AE662D848A7C9E3E922AFF0632B7B40505402956FABC5C3AAB55EEE29
085046C127E8776CEFC1690B76EE99371AF9B1D7EF6F79E78325DD3BD8377E9B73B936C6F261
1DOA1223A4D7C6CF3037922DD0686A701FF86761993F294D26E13A7BB8B1C61ACAF38D50334A
88DABB3FA412B4FC79F6FBFDODOA92301484FF1BD1CF3DC67780E4562E05CCA329CABA7CB2B7
7D9A707BDEE24B1E5E4ED6CCIOD5A337908BE5303E477736C8A75051A8FBD4E3CB6360D8FOA99
2A48F333434D4AE712EC830BCB5EAA98788B6C76C"

$Bytes = [byte[]]::new($HexString.Length / 2)

For($i=0; $i -1t $HexString.Length; $i+=2){$Bytes[$i/2] =
[convert]::ToByte($HexString.Substring($i, 2), 16)}

Set-Content
"$env:LOCALAPPDATA\Packages\Microsoft.Windows.StartMenuExperienceHost cw5nlh
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2txyewy\LocalState\start.bin" -Value $Bytes -Encoding Byte

reg.exe add "HKCU\Software\Classes\CLSID\{86calaa0-34aa-4e8b-
a509-50c905bae2a2}\InprocServer32" /f /ve
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